JOHN - CHAPTER 1

1.  All attributes of God are also attributes of Christ.  John intended that his entire Gospel should be read with this in mind.  List some of the attributes of Christ you find in the first 18 verses.

2.  What great privilege can we receive from Christ as shown in John 1:12?

3.  When Jesus saw the two disciples following Him, He asked, "What do you want?" If Jesus asked you that question, what would you answer?

4.  The disciples went and spent that day with Jesus. (See verses 39-41)  When they left, the first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah." Why do you think Andrew now believed that Jesus was the Messiah?

5. Find what Jesus said about Nathanael's character (John 1:47).  How would others describe your character?

JOHN - CHAPTER 1

There is a threefold theme in chapter 1 which runs throughout the book of John.    (1) Jesus is the unique Son of God. (2) He is rejected by the unbelieving majority, and  (3) accepted by the believing minority.  John the Baptist accurately saw Jesus not only as the Lamb of God, but as Savior of the world.

John deliberately opens his Gospel with the words "In the beginning..." and introduces Christ with "was the Word." Moses, the author of Genesis, used " In the beginning God..." to start the first book of the Bible.  With this phrase Moses leads us forward into time and creation, while John goes backward to before creation into the far reaches of eternity.  This opening shows us that Jesus Christ is united with God in eternity and in creation.

"Word" in verse 1 is the term which John uses to designate Jesus Christ (See John 1:14 ). "Word" (Greek "logos") had a very technical meaning in that day.  It was used in Greek philosophy to indicate the "first cause" of creation.  "First cause" is the essential difference in world views of creation today.  Are we created by random chance and over-lapping accidents as evolutionists would have us believe?  Or are we created by God, through His plan and for His purpose?  Evolution has become the choice of modern day thought and is assumed to be based on clear scientific thinking.  However, the theory of evolution has no "first cause." Therefore, the theory of evolution is also based on the principle of faith.  Faith, that is, in the ability of nothing to create and sustain life as we know it.  In this study of the book of John, the Christian world view is clearly stated throughout these chapters.

John wrote this Gospel for one purpose, as stated in John 20:31, "...that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah), the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name."

John the Baptist was the son of a priest and counted as one himself.  John, the apostle and author of this book, was a disciple of John the Baptist.  Notice that when the Pharisees, priests, and Levities come to question John the Baptist they never ask to see Jesus (John 1:19-24).  Note also that John considered himself, "As a voice calling in the desert" (John 1:23).  Do you ever see yourself as a voice willing to speak the truth of Jesus?

Chapter 1 contains the first few days of Jesus' public ministry.  The first two men were called to Jesus with the words, "Come and you will see" (John 1:40-45).  This is the beginning of Jesus' earthly ministry with His disciples.

JOHN - CHAPTER 2

1.
In this chapter do you think Mary is in tune with the mind of her Son?  Explain your answer.

2.  Jesus said in John 2:4, "My time has not yet come." What do you think His time was?

3.  What impressed you about the servant in verses 7-10?  How would you have reacted in a similar situation?

4.  The Jewish leaders asked for a miraculous sign John 2:18.  Why didn't Jesus show them one?

5.  Look at what Jesus says about the temple in John 2:19.  What is He referring to? (See John 2:21-22.) How were these words used by others?  Look at these passages - Matt. 27:40, Mark 14:58, and Acts 6:14.

JOHN - CHAPTER 2

Jesus did many miracles over the course of His earthly ministry. (See John 21:25.) The Bible only records some of those miracles.  John always uses the word "sign" linked with miracles.  These miracles are meant as “signs” to point to a particular spiritual teaching.  Jesus never put much faith in the mere working of miracles to bring people to an understanding of who He was. (See John 2:23-25.)

In this chapter we see the first recorded miracle of the changing of water into wine.  Besides showing us that Jesus is able to change circumstances and even our very make-up, this miracle also points to what will be a new way of cleansing.  The old way was based on ceremonial washing with a legalistic approach to keeping the law. (see John 2:6.) The new way is Jesus' blood shed for all on the cross.

There were two cleansings of the temple.  One cleansing took place in the beginning of Jesus' ministry and one at the end as recorded in Luke 19:45.  John is the only one who records the first cleansing.  In Jesus' time there was great corruption by the priests of the temple.  The priests sold unblemished animals to sacrifice for exorbitant prices in the temple courtyard.  They had foreigners exchange their money for an ancient Jewish coin and charged a high fee for that service.  This corrupt unethical behavior alienated the worshiper, and brought out a righteous anger in Jesus.

Jesus is often depicted in movies as frail and not very physical.  However, we see Jesus was a man of intense zeal and concern for the work of His Father.  Though Jesus was meek, He was not weak as indicated by John 2:15-16.

The Jewish temple pointed to Jesus.  In 70 A.D. the temple was destroyed and has never been rebuilt.  Jesus spoke of a new temple in this chapter.  Jesus' body was the temple, just as we are a temple when Jesus dwells in one's heart through the power of the Holy Spirit. (See 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.)

JOHN - CHAPTER 3

1.  Why do you think Christ immediately talked to Nicodemus about being born again?

2.  From John 3 can a person today know whether he or she is born again?  How?

3.  What reason does Jesus give for people rejecting his teachings in verses 19-20?

4.  Give some reasons why John the Baptist rejected his disciples' temptation to feel envy, self-pity, or bitterness toward the ministry of Jesus.

5.  How did John the Baptist clearly explain the relationship between God the Father and God the Son?  Verses 3:34-36

JOHN - CHAPTER 3

When studying the Bible, it is interesting to examine the different personalities that interacted with Jesus.  Remember that Jesus met many people during His earthly ministry.  However, there is a reason why certain individuals were selected to be recorded in the Bible.  Try to identify yourself with different people and their reactions to Jesus.  Jesus always required one thing of those He met, faith.

Nicodemus came in the night, perhaps so that he would not be seen by the other members of the Sanhedrin.  Perhaps he didn't want to be disturbed in his conversation with Jesus.  He was curious about who Jesus was.  He seemed to want to make a deal with Jesus: I'll recognize you as a Rabbi from God and you reinforce me with the truth you know.  The Lord showed Nicodemus that he was not even close to understanding who Jesus was or recognizing the truth that He possessed.

The words,"I tell you the truth," always indicate some misunderstanding on the part of the hearer. (See John 3:3.)

Nicodemus came sincerely seeking Jesus for answers.  But he came in pride seeking validation of his own belief.  So he left with questions and doubts of his own understanding. (We will meet Nicodemus again in our study of John.)

The term "born again" has become a stumbling block for many people today.  To be born again means coming to faith in the person of Jesus Christ as seen in John 3:16.  When we are born again we understand the significance of the cross and the resurrection.  It is by the cross we have conviction and forgiveness of sin.  It is by the resurrection we have new life and the ability to follow Jesus in obedience.

Water is often used metaphorically for the word of God. (See Ephesians, 5:26, 1 Peter 1:23.) It is the Holy Spirit who, through the word of God, leads us to the truth of understanding who Jesus is and what He has done for us.  When we recognize Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are set free.  We are not stripped of our personality, but rather we have a true and everlasting completion of ourselves in Christ.

JOHN - CHAPTER 4

1.  Consider the way Jesus led the Samaritan woman to faith in John 4:1-26.  What lessons do you learn about how we should approach a person we want to help spiritually?

2.  Give three things which the woman of Samaria needed to know about Jesus.  Do you think these things are also necessary in every experience of true Christian conversion?

3.  How does "You worship what you do not know" apply to many religious people today?

4.  Why do you think the woman's testimony about Jesus was so powerful?  Why do you think she was able to bring many to see Him that day?

5.  What does "ripe for harvest" mean to you?  If we open our eyes do you think the fields today are ripe for harvest?  Where?  What must we do?

JOHN - CHAPTER 4

At this time the Jewish people were very prejudiced toward the Samaritans, so much so that they would try not to walk through Samaria. To this Samaritan woman at Jacob's well, Jesus revealed some profound statements of truth.  He tells her who He is and how we should worship.

It was unusual for a woman to come to the well at noon.  This woman was probably embarrassed to come with the other women in the morning.  She was probably considered an outcast because of her reputation, yet she became a powerful evangelist.  Look at the difference between her departure from Jesus and the silent exit of Nicodemus in chapter 3.

The world thirsts for sex, possessions, pride, and power.  The thirst of the world always leads to more thirst.  However, the soul's deepest thirst is for love, peace, joy, and meaning to our lives.  Those desires can only be satisfied in a personal relationship with the living God.  Do you ask the Lord to give you water to quench your deepest thirst?

Jesus will always move us toward the recognition of seeing ourselves as sinners.  Never be discouraged by the fact that you are a sinner.  What a glorious discovery, when we know we have a Savior who died for our sin.  Jesus knew the worst about the woman at the well but still loved her as He does us.  She made no excuses about her sin.  She looked not at herself but at Him.  She left her pot at the well and ran back to the village to tell others.  What an example for us!  She put away the thoughts of what people would think of her and concentrated on what they would think of Jesus.  Look what she was able to do.  People poured out of the town to see Jesus.  Why did they listen to her?  Before meeting Jesus she was a mockery, yet now they listened and came!

In order for a person to come to faith in Christ, someone must witness to them about Jesus.  Someone must be willing to step out in faith and share the Gospel message.  Then through the power of the Holy Spirit, a person establishes a personal relationship with Christ.  This relationship is based upon what Christ has done in their lives.  God is then able to speak to them by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and the power of His living word as revealed in the Bible.

2.  Jesus claims to be equal with God.  Give three phrases about that relationship and its implications contained in John 5:17-20.

3.  From John 5:24 what must a person do to know he has eternal life?

4.  Give different kinds of witnesses to Jesus from verses 33-40.

5.  What reason does Jesus give for man's refusal to believe?

