JOHN - QUESTIONS 18

1.  In John 18, how do we know Christ suffered voluntarily?

2.  How does Jesus show His love for His disciples?  How does He show His love for His Father?

3.  What do you think would be the hardest thing for Jesus to endure when He was arrested?

4.  When Pilate asked Jesus "What is truth?" he never waited for an answer.  In your own words write how you would answer that question.

5.  Do you take sides by your actions (or silence) with those who refuse the

deity of Jesus of Nazareth?  By faith, do you stand with Him in our current battle for the heart and mind of His people?  How are you serving in the cause of Christ?

JOHN - CHAPTER 18

In chapters 18 -19 the humiliation and death of the Son of God is not the predominate theme of these most sacred chapters.  Jesus Christ's courage, dignity, obedience, concern for others, and unswerving faith in the Father are what shine through.  Jesus is not a victim of circumstances over which He had no control.  The cross became His victory symbol as He triumphed over evil for all mankind.

As this chapter develops we begin to understand, Jesus is not the only one on trial.  Each person must make a choice.  Is Jesus who he claimed to be or is he a liar?  We can either stand with Jesus or stand with the world.  However, that choice has eternal consequences.  In this trial we watch the choice of Pilate, the people, and ourselves.

This chapter opens with Jesus seeking the will of His Father in prayer.  His prayer (as ours should be) was meant to nourish His inner life.  This prayer was not meant to change external circumstances, but to show His followers how to sharpen their internal dependence on the only true source of strength.  Jesus knew that He would win the victory through prayer.  However, the disciples slept.  In the years to come, how they must have wished they had been more support for Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  When He arose from prayer, He was prepared for the events that would follow.  John records that the soldiers were felled by the speech of Jesus Christ, God in human form.  We must understand it was not in weakness that He went to the cross, but to complete His Father's will.

Annas was the father of Caiaphas.  Four of Annas' sons had become high priests.  However, he was the power behind His sons.  Annas made his living by subtle forms of extortion.  He practiced the fleecing of worshipers in the temple tax, the selling of animals, and the changing of coins.  Jesus cleansed the temple twice, once at the beginning of His earthly ministry and the second time near the end.  When Jesus chased the money changers out of the temple He was hitting Annas and Caiaphas where it hurt, in their pocketbook.

There were several trials between midnight and the crucifixion at 9:00 a.m.; The religious trials of Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin, the political trials of Pilate, Herod, and the people.  These trials were not only a mockery of justice but also to Jewish law.

(1) Jewish law decreed that the Sanhedrin could not meet before daybreak. (2) Annas should have held the man who hit Jesus in contempt of court. (3) In Leviticus 21:10 it states that it is unlawful for a priest to rend his clothes. (4) Not all the members of the Sanhedrin were present at the trial, only enough for a quorum.  In John 18:20-21 Jesus was instructing them to obtain their evidence in the proper and legal way.

In this chapter we also see the denial of Jesus by Peter.  Often we are apt to emphasize the shame of Peter's denial and forget his courage in the garden.  He stood boldly against the Roman division of soldiers.  The usual number of soldiers in a Roman division was 600.  It is believed that probably a third of that number was sent to the garden that night.  Before we judge the actions of Peter, we must first consider how many times you or I have suffered humiliation because of loyalty to Jesus.  How often have you or I denied Jesus with our silence?  Read Luke 22:60-62.  When Jesus saw Peter, He looked at him.  He knew Peter's heart and what he would become.  That look broke Peter's heart.  He left the courtyard in tears of brokenness and repentance.  It is in the character of brokenness, when we see ourselves through the eyes of Jesus, it is then that Jesus can truly work in our lives.

The Lord Jesus Christ, God of glory, creator and ruler of the universe had never known a restraining hand.  He allowed Himself to be humiliated in order for you and I, prisoners bound by our sin, fears, and circumstances to be forever set free by Him.  Have you thanked Him for what it cost Him to set you free?  Will you deliberately choose to be conformed to His image and submit to the circumstances of God's choice for you?
JOHN - QUESTIONS 19

1. Pilate knew as a judge what he should have done.  In the spirir of compromise to save his position, Pilate makes several attempts to free Jesus.  How did Pilate’s attempts to compromise cause Jesus even more pain? How do our attempts to compromise our faith hurt others?


2.  For what reasons did Pilate choose not to believe in the person and statements of Jesus?

3.  What does "It is finished" mean to you?

4.  Do you think Nicodemus became a believer in Jesus Christ?  Tell why or why not.

5.  What opportunities has God given you to believe in Jesus?  How have you responded?

JOHN - CHAPTER 19

The death of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment in history of the very mind and intent of God.  There is no place for seeing Jesus Christ as a martyr.  His death was the very reason He came.  In chapter 19 Pilate was presented with a choice of either recognition or rejection of who Jesus was.  The truth of Jesus will always move people into two groups, those who recognize truth and those who reject truth.  Pilate's action (of walking away) after his cynical question of John 18:38 showed his contempt for the truth.  He asked the question "What is truth?" but never waited for the answer.  If he had kept his heart open Jesus would have answered his question.

Pilate did not find Jesus a threat and wanted to dismiss the trial but couldn't.  Pilate chose to have Jesus scourged to satisfy His blood-thirsty accusers. (To be scourged meant to be whipped 49 times with a long leather whip studded with bits of lead and sharp bones.  Most people lost consciousness, some died, some went insane.) This compromise resulted in far more suffering for Jesus.  Compromise with truth ultimately leads to a worse situation even though at the time it looks like the lesser of two evils.

In the words of John 19:5, Pilate expresses a truth of great significance, "Here is the man." Jesus represents the new covenant, the last Adam, our source of strength and salvation.

In John 19:9 Pilate asked, "Where do you come from?" Jesus gave him no answer.  There comes a time when God's Spirit no longer contends with men. (See Genesis 6:3, 6:13.) Jesus had already clearly stated who He was and where He had come from (see chapter 18:36-37).  The terrible consequence for Pilate's refusal to listen was silence.  Could it be that Jesus is silent to you because you chose not to respond to the light already given to you?  We have a merciful and forgiving God, but we must seek Him open-heartedly in our desire to know Him.  Plead to Him, "Lord, be not silent.  Move upon me again.  At any cost I will follow." Pilate chose his position, (money, a good opinion by society, his comfort) but lost eternal life.  Pilate feared man more than God.  Pilate refused to say "Behold, my King and my God!" We have the same choice as Pilate.  God makes the same claim to us as we read Scripture.  We can choose Jesus as our King and Savior or choose to crucify Him.  There is a cost to be paid on either hand.  In John 19:16 we see the choice of the chief priests, "We have no king but Caesar." Who have you chosen?

Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross.  It read "JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS." This sign was written in three languages.  The Jewish leaders wanted Pilate to change the sign, but he refused to yield.  He was weak in his response to the truth but strong when it touched personal pride.  Because of his unwillingness to respond to the truth, Pilate's name in every age is a name of shame.  What will our names be in the annals of eternity?

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took all that he owned, his clothes and undergarments.  Jesus suffered by taking the sins of the world upon himself, the pain of the crucifixion, and the humiliation of public exposure.  Near the cross stood four women along with John.  Mary the mother of James and John, Mary Magdalene, who had been possessed by seven demons, (See Mark 16:9 Luke 8:2), Mary the mother of Jesus, and His sister.  In John 19:26 Jesus in His agony continued to have compassion on those he loved and committed His mother to John, for His brothers did not believe yet.

The consequences of the eternal battle that was waged at the cross are still present today.  If Jesus had even once opened His mind to the emotions of doubt concerning His resurrection and triumph, it would have been sin.  Sin would have rendered His sacrifice void.  Satan wanted Jesus to come down from the cross, but Jesus never once doubted His Father's promise.  He knew the victory was His.  The battle was won the night before in prayer.  Jesus continues to fulfill the prophecies of Scripture with the words "I am thirsty." (See Psalm 69:21) The solders used the hyssop plant to give Jesus a drink. (See Exodus 12:22 and Hebrews 9:19 for other references to the hyssop plant.) The greatest note of triumph ever sounded in the ears of a startled universe are the words "It is finished!" (John 19:30).  Those are the final words in the redemption of humankind.  His victory was won.  His life was not taken from Him.  He gave it up freely.

Only John records the piercing of Jesus, the sudden flow of blood and water.  Jesus spoke of Himself as the living water to the woman at the well.  In Hebrews 9:22 we see that "without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness." In Revelation 1:5 we read that Jesus Christ loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood.  We have the choice of refusing to believe that this blood was shed for our sins, or come to trust by faith that His sacrifice is sufficient for our salvation.  It was completed at the cross.
JOHN - CHAPTER 20

1.  What did Jesus do to cause Mary to know Him?  Has Jesus ever called you by name?

2.  Why is it important to know that Jesus' actual body was resurrected?  Give several proofs that He gave His disciples.

3.  How does John 20:22 remind you of Genesis 2:7?

4.  In what ways was Thomas proud and stubborn?  In what ways are you being proud and stubborn, demanding that God reveal Himself to you according to your terms?

5.  How did Thomas leap from the lowest rung of faith among the disciples to full acknowledgement of Christ's deity?
JOHN - CHAPTER 20

John chapter 20 records the resurrection of Jesus.  It is this resurrection which is the prevailing theme of all the disciples' preaching.  That Jesus Christ is Lord and God raised Him from the dead is the message of salvation. (See Romans 10:9.) The disciples were good, honest men who died unthinkable deaths in proclaiming this truth.  Why would they blaspheme if it were not true that Jesus Christ had been raised from the dead?  They had seen the risen Christ!  They were willing to give their lives for that truth.

When Mary told the disciples the stone had been removed from the entrance, the disciples ran to the tomb.  John (the disciple that Jesus loved) was the first to arrive and look inside.  Peter entered and saw the linen lying flat as if the body evaporated. (See John 20:6-7.) The head wrap retained its fold. (See Psalm 16:10).  Enemies or thieves would not have unwrapped the corpse and taken a naked body.

The privilege of being among the first to talk to the resurrected Jesus carried with it responsibility.  It is our responsibility also to share the Good News.  Our Lord never meant for us to keep our religion to ourselves.  He wants to reveal Himself to others through us.  Jesus now calls his disciples by a new title.  He said to Mary "Go instead to my brothers and tell them I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."

When Jesus appeared to His disciples, He said, "Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." The definition of peace is said to be the conscious possession of adequate resource.  The Lord's commission is a commission of peace, not strain.  It is because of Christ's resurrection we know our work for the Lord cannot be lost.  Everyone who deliberately moves into the world to give out the message of Jesus cannot fail to meet with pressure, scoffing, and unbelief.  You are sent out with prayers (See John 17) and the Holy Spirit.

Understanding is always accomplished through the Holy Spirit.  When the Holy Spirit enters a person, there is a new creation.  The believing part of faith to receive or yield to Christ and have Him dwell within us is not passive.  It implies choice to receive. (See Matthew 13:23, John 1:12, John 12:48, and Acts 2:38.)

Thomas' pride of unbelief and disdain for what the disciples had told him set him up for a humiliating fall.  His faith was so self-centered in John 20:25-27 that he needed a demonstration.  Jesus bid Thomas to make his life choice between stubborn abstinence and faith.  In John 20:28 Thomas moves from faithlessness to the highest confession of faith, "My Lord and my God." Jesus addresses each of us through Thomas in 20:29.  "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." Thomas probably never did put his hands into Jesus' hands and sides.  
 When Jesus reached out in love to Thomas he responded in a humble confession of faith.  Jesus reaches out to each of us through His Word.  Do we respond with pride and stubbornness or a humble confession of faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior?

In the conclusion of this chapter, John 20:30-31, John states the reason he wrote this Gospel.  "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name."
JOHN - CHAPTER 21

1.  Compare the personality of John and Peter in chapter 21 or from any other reading.  What qualities of each do you see in yourself?

2.  Why do you think Jesus questioned Peter in front of the others.  If Jesus were speaking to you, what questions do you think He would ask?

3.  How could the Lord's rebuke of Peter, in asking about John, be applied to Christians today?

4.  List what you consider to be the three aims of John's Gospel.

5.  In what ways have these aims been accomplished in your life as you have studied the book of John?

JOHN - CHAPTER 21

Chapter 21 is an epilogue to the book of John.  As the disciples waited for what would happen next, Peter wanted to go back to what he knew, fishing. (John 21:3) Peter and the disciples caught nothing until they listened to the voice of Jesus.  When they listened in obedience to His instructions, their nets were full.  When we listen and depend on the Lord we will experience His power and His provision of personal need.  Each of us is called to live expecting in faith to receive the fruit He promised.  When we know Christ we are fishers of men, not in our own strength or wisdom, but in His.

Three times by a charcoal fire Peter had denied Jesus. (See Mark 14:29.) Three times by this breakfast fire Jesus would restore Peter.  He would become the disciple of power and authority that we see in Acts 2:14-41, where three thousand people were converted to belief in Christ in one day.  This public restoration fitted Peter for leadership.  He now realized his own weakness.  Never again did Peter boast that he loves Jesus more than these.  The Lord was strengthening his inner spirit so that he would have a clear understanding of what the Lord would call him to do.  He would become the spiritual leader and spokesman of this new faith.  Peter once said he would die for Christ and history tells us that he literally did.  A disciple of Christ has a spiritual freedom which is based upon a total obedience to his chosen Master and Lord.  Peter's fears and failures would soon be replaced with the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. (See Acts 2.) Peter's courage would become one of his outstanding characteristics.

When in verse 20 Peter saw John following them, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus guides Peter, and us, to an understanding that our walk with Christ is individual.  It is as if He said, "You follow me, don't worry about John." We must not look to others, only to Christ.  Our Lord has a personal relationship with each one of His children and a separate path for each.

In our own strength and understanding we can never come to God.  That is why He sent His Son to die upon a cross for our sins.  Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the unique Son of God?  Have you received life through His name?  If not, call to Him, for He has called you through the study of His Word.  If you have yielded your spirit to His Lordship, then we, as Peter, are called by Jesus to "Feed my sheep," not in our strength, but in His.  Jesus' words to Peter in verse 19 speak to you and me as well, "Follow Me!"

